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Today is the Last Day to Consign Bison to GTSS 
 
Today is the last day to take advantage of our GTSS early-bird consignment special and receive 
10% off of your consignment fees. The official close of consignments is the following Friday, 
December 14th. We've also had one slot open in our 2 year old bull class, if that's of interest to 
anyone. We also have plenty of room for heifers, cows and calves. See below for current 
consignments by class, and don't forget about the always-popular Market Class, which rewards 
quality carcasses by local consumers, chefs and marketers shopping for bison meat.   
 
Consign quickly and securely online at https://bisoncentral.com/2019-gold-trophy-show-sale-
live-animal-market-class-entry-form-2/, or download a consignment form and get all the GTSS 
details, at https://bisoncentral.com/gold-trophy-show-and-sale/.     
  
Don't forget, we have some great spots available to advertise in our very affordable GTSS 
catalog that is not only printed and handed out to hundreds of attendees at the sale at National 
Western Stock Show, but also published online for further exposure. Please see ad rates and 
specs here and contact karen@bisoncentral.com about availability.   
  
Current consignments: 

2 year old bred heifers - 7  
Yearling heifers -  7 
Pen of 5 Ranch Ready yearling heifers - 4 pens  
Heifer calf - 8  
Pen of 5 heifer calves - 3 pens  
2 year old bulls - 11 - One slot left!  
Yearling bulls - SOLD OUT  
Bull calf - 9  
 
Market class bulls - 5 
Market class heifers - 6 
  
Please contact the NBA with any questions by emailing jim@bisoncentral.com, or by calling the 
office at 303-292-2833, and visit https://bisoncentral.com/gold-trophy-show-and-sale/ for all the 
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details.  

 
 
NBA In North Dakota This Weekend 
 
NBA Assistant Director, Jim Matheson is in Fargo, ND this weekend for the North Dakota 
Buffalo Association’s annual winter meeting and bison auction to provide an update on the 
national bison business, and discuss the pending 2019 NBA Summer Conference in Bismarck, 
next July 7 – 10.  
 
Said Matheson, “I’m looking forward to sitting down with the NDBA conference planning group 
to see what kinds of engaging activities we can pursue in the Bismarck area to facilitate another 
great summer get together. There is no shortage of bison-specific attractions in and around 
Bismarck that will be fun and informative for the whole family.” 
 
The NDBA also hosts its second annual simulcast bison auction on Saturday, December 8th at 
5:30 pm CST. See consignments at https://www.ndbuffalo.com/upcoming-sale-offerings  
 
The 2019 NBA Summer Conference will be based at the Bismarck Radisson with discounted 
rooms offered at $109/night. Rooms can be reserved by calling the Radisson at 701-255-6000 and 
request the National Bison Association block, or by going to https://www.radisson.com/ and 
enter Booking Link: BISO19 when prompted.  

 
 
Local rancher, scientist keeping an eye on climate change 
(From KOTA-TV) 
 
Bill Capehart didn't always believe in human caused climate change. 
 
"I used to be what some people call a luke warmist," said the affable School of Mines professor 
of civil and environmental engineering. 
 
But he says the evidence over the decades -- particularly snow melt on the Arctic ice pack -- 
convinced him: burning fossil fuels fuels climate change. 
 
"One big issue that is causing the increase in global temperatures is indeed digging up 
prehistoric salad and setting it on fire," he said. 
 
Capehart helped host a conference at the School of Mines that contributed research and data to 
the recently released Fourth National Climate Assessment published by the federal government. 
The document paints a bleak picture of climate already rapidly changing. 
 
“The impacts of global climate change are already being felt in the United States and are 
projected to intensify in the future," the report's authors wrote. "But the severity of future impacts 
will depend largely on actions taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to the 
changes that will occur." 
For the first time, this fourth installment of the government's climate report includes a breakout 
section on changes occurring in the Northern Great Plains region that includes South Dakota. 
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A key takeaway for our region? Moisture incidents will fluctuate and temperatures will rise. 
 
"What we do wind up seeing is a lot of variability from year to year and we also see the 
temperatures increasing. That is the one we really have the most certainty," said Capehart. 
 
And that means more wildfires are likely. 
 
Read more. https://www.kotatv.com/content/news/Local-rancher-scientist-keeping-an-eye-on-
climate-change-501934742.html?fbclid=IwAR1CvT_XfajphuuNo7s-
bRzsu0fRn6x6DPGQJfOjAs7MsoKKn1ErFka0Vx4  
 
 

Some tribes have concerns about proposed bison hunting closure 
near West Yellowstone 
(From The Ravalli Republic) 
 
Some tribal officials questioned temporarily suspending their treaty rights at the request of 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks to support a proposed bison hunting closure north of West 
Yellowstone. Others backed the idea. 
 
“We do all we can to allow tribal members to express their treaty rights,” said Jeremy Red Star 
Wolf of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. 
 
“This is an opportunity to expand that great hunting,” said Tom McDonald, fish and wildlife 
division manager for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. “I would hope all would 
agree to look at this as a temporary closure.” 
 
FWP’s Mark Deleray asked for buy-in from representatives of the six tribes, which have 
exercised their rights to hunt bison outside Yellowstone National Park, during a meeting of the 
Interagency Bison Management Plan partners at Chico Hot Springs Resort on Wednesday. 
 
FWP can only regulate state-licensed bison hunters. Tribal hunters are governed by their own 
councils. Yet Deleray was seeking support from tribes so “it would be a more coordinated effort 
to move those animals north.” 
 
Read more.  https://ravallirepublic.com/lifestyles/recreation/article_ba42d96c-64ad-5bc6-bdcf-
f4d6f667b3fb.html  

 
 
Where the 'mashkode bizhiki' roam: Red Lake Nation plans a bison 
farm 
(From The Bemidji Pioneer Press) 
 
GONVICK, Minn.—A snowy, wooded patch of farmland 10 miles north of Gonvick was largely 
empty on Thursday, but Cherilyn Spears and Henry Donnell, Sr., have a vision for it. 
 
They and other Red Lake Nation staff plan to reintroduce a "seed" herd of plains buffalo there 
next fall, phase one of a four-year project they hope will have cascading cultural, economic and 
health benefits for the Ojibwe band and its members. 
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Spears, a project coordinator for Red Lake Economic Development and Planning, supervises 
the project and handles its financial side. Donnell is an area bison rancher who's set to oversee 
the farm's day-to-day operations and the installation of a new fence there, among other 
accommodations for the massive animals. 
 
The short-term goal is an 80-acre paddock for about 30 bison—"mashkode bizhiki" in 
Ojibwemowin—of varying ages, but Spears and Donnell plan to expand it into a 560-acre 
pasture with dozens and dozens of bison that doubles as an economic and cultural hub. They're 
thinking tourism; field trips; youth programming; trails; cultural tours; Airbnb stays; meat and 
jerky sales; and an interpretive center that highlights tribal history, stories, knowledge and 
traditional dietary practices—but that's not even half of a long list they brainstormed last winter 
as the project got rolling. 
 
"At the first meeting it became more than just a buffalo farm," Spears said. 
 
One source of inspiration is a similar farm run by the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa in 
North Dakota. Kade Ferris, a Red Lake tribal archaeologist, helped get that farm off the ground, 
and now he's advising Spears and Donnell as they work to do the same in Red Lake. 
 
"It's a 1,300-acre park with camping, with educational events, with buffalo, with fishing, the 
whole nine yards," Ferris said of the Turtle Mountain farm. "And we just saw the buffalo as the 
focal point to work around. Everything kind of grew out of that." 
 
(Technically, "buffalo" live only in Asia and Africa and "bison" is the correct term for the North 
American animals, but one is casually and routinely swapped for the other. "Everybody calls 'em 
buffalo anyway," Ferris said with a laugh.) 
 
Read more. https://bemidjipioneer.com/news/4536980-where-mashkode-bizhiki-roam-red-lake-
nation-plans-bison-farm  

 
 
USDA Issues Record of Decision on Cattle Fever Tick Control Fencing 
in Texas 
(From APHIS News Release) 
 
USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is publishing a record of decision 
for the final environmental impact statement (EIS) on cattle fever tick fencing in South Texas. 
 
On May 31, 2018, USDA published the final environmental impact statement that discussed 
how to continue to protect U.S. livestock from cattle fever ticks and the disease they cause, 
bovine babesiosis, which is severe and often fatal. The EIS found that the installation of wildlife 
fencing in strategic areas along the quarantine zone will create a minimally intrusive pest control 
measure that augments existing programs. 
 
APHIS is now publishing the final record of decision and will begin working with property owners 
to install 8-foot-tall game fencing along strategic portions of the permanent tick quarantine line in 
Zapata County, Texas. 
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APHIS is taking these actions to protect the livestock industry and overall cattle health. The 
fences will help prevent potentially affected deer from travelling into unaffected areas. The 
fencing is designed to restrict movement of wildlife. The fencing will initially cover two miles, but 
if needed and funding is available, it could be expanded to cover up to 50 miles in Maverick, 
Starr, and Webb counties. The fencing will be paid for by APHIS, and the Texas Animal Health 
Commission will be responsible for ongoing maintenance. 
 
The record of decision may be viewed here: https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=APHIS-
2010-0100 
 
Source: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2018/sa-11/rod-
cattle-fever-tick-control 

 
 
Ground beef recall expands to 12 million pounds over Salmonella 
concerns - More than five million pounds of ground beef has been 
added to a recall from October over Salmonella concerns. 
(From NBC-2.com) 

 
An October recall of ground beef over Salmonella concerns increased Tuesday to include an 
additional 5 million pounds of product, the USDA announced. It brings the total to more than 12 
million pounds. 
 
The recall of beef supplied from JBS Tolleson of Tolleson, Ariz., has been linked to 246 people 
getting sick in 26 states. 
 
The USDA now says 12,093,271 pounds of non-intact raw beef products have been recalled. 
The beef was shipped nationwide. People are urged to check their freezers to make sure they 
don't have the recalled meat. 
 
Hundreds of products are on the list. The USDA said the meat was packaged between July 26 
and Sept. 7. They have an establishment number "EST. 267" inside the USDA mark of 
inspection. 
 
Full text: 
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/39584495/ground-beef-recall-expands-to-12-million-pounds-over-
salmonella-concerns 

 
 
Farm Financing Course Offered Free Online  
 
Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES) partnered with the farm 
business management staff of Western Technical College to create a series of free online 
webinars designed to help farmers develop the systems and knowledge they need to 
understand and manage their farms' finances.  
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The Fearless Farm Finances webinars cover subjects ranging from goal-setting and 
recordkeeping systems to developing statements of income and cash flow for bankers and tax 
purposes. Watch the videos and complete the companion worksheets at your own pace. 
 
Read more. https://mosesorganic.org/fearless-farm-finances-online-course/  

 
 
Young, hip farmers: Coming to a city near you 
(From Perdue University Press Release) 
 
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — If you’ve been to your neighborhood farmers market or seen a 
small “local” section pop up in your grocery store, you may have noticed a trend: People want to 
know where their food is coming from, and the agricultural industry is responding. The number 
of farmers markets in the U.S. has skyrocketed in recent years, but with an aging population of 
farmers, who’s supporting this growth? 
 
Enter the new American farmer. It’s a term used by Andrew Flachs, an environmental 
anthropologist at Purdue University, to describe a movement of younger people new to 
agricultural work who do it for different reasons than the conventional farmer. They may be 
motivated through higher education, personal politics, disenchantment with urban life or in 
search of an authentic rural identity, he says. 
 
In a new paper in the journal Rural Sociology, Flachs identifies several hot spots where this 
movement is really taking shape: the West Coast, central Texas and Oklahoma, central Florida 
and the Great Lakes region. 
 
“We’re seeing these hot spots pop up in the peripheries of hip cities,” Flachs said. “Some of 
these places might seem obvious, like the West Coast and the northern Midwest around 
Madison, the Twin Cities and Chicago. But we also see some things that aren’t totally 
expected.” 
 
Among the unexpected trends he found, east Texas and the southern Midwest are becoming 
increasingly important for this kind of agriculture. Appalachia, which has historically been a hub, 
essentially disappeared from the map. 
 
In collaboration with Matthew Abel, an anthropologist at Washington University in St. Louis, 
Flachs built a model that counts how many traits associated with new American agrarianism 
appear in each county. With data from the USDA agricultural censuses from 1997 to 2012, they 
considered factors such as average sales per farm, number of certified organic farms, owners 
under age 34, number of farms selling directly to individuals, proximity to farmers markets and 
more. 
 
The findings show that newer farmers appear to thrive on the outskirts of cities that provide high 
demand and purchasing power, a large population and a healthy number of farmers markets. 
 
Read more.  https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2018/Q4/young,-hip-farmers-coming-
to-a-city-near-you.html  
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Minnesota AGRI Livestock Investment Grant  
 
The AGRI Livestock Investment Grant encourages long-term industry development for 
Minnesota livestock farmers and ranchers by helping them improve, update, and modernize 
their livestock operation infrastructure and equipment.  
 
Minnesota livestock farmers may apply for matching grants to help pay for the purchase, 
construction, or improvement of buildings or facilities for the production of livestock. 
 
 Grants can cover 10% of the first $250,000 of an eligible investment. For each project, the 
maximum grant amount available per year is $25,000. There is a lifetime grant maximum of 
$50,000. 
     
Applications are due by December 15, 2018. 
 
Read more. https://www.mda.state.mn.us/business-dev-loans-grants/agri-livestock-investment-
grant  
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