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More than 500 Register for IBC During Early Bird 
 
More than 500 bison producers and enthusiasts took advantage of the Early Bird registration 
program and reserved their spot at the upcoming International Bison Conference (IBC), 
scheduled July 4-8, in Big Sky, MT and surrounding areas.  
 
The Early Brid registration expired Monday, with __ people signed up. Late registration is still 
available up until the conference opens on July 4th.  
 
“This is a fantastic response, and an indication that the IBC will be a historic gathering of the 
bison community from many countries,” said Jim Matheson, assistant director of the National  
Bison Association.  
 
People who have registered can still log on to www.ibc2017.com to sign up for optional activities 
during the conference, including the post-conference tour of Yellowstone National Park on July 
8th.  
 
 

IBC Auction Limited to Pre-Selected Items 
 
No need to make room in your luggage for that extra item to be donated to the IBC benefit 
auction. The benefit auction, scheduled following the banquet on July 6th, will be limited to: 

 A yearling bull with Yellowstone National Park bloodlines; 

 A getaway for two to the Flathead Lake Lodge in Montana 

 Gun No. 1 of the Sharps Shiloh Reproduction 1874  Sporter No. 3 Rifle 

 A handmade bison leather chair from the Buffalo Collection of fine furniture; and 

 A limited number of bottles of IBC labeled wine 
 

 
IBC Sponsors to Receive Recognition Belt Buckles 
 

http://www.ibc2017.com/


All sponsors of the 2017 International Bison Conference will receive unique commeraritive belt 
buckles, produced exclusively for the NBA by Rockmount Ranch wear.  
 
The buckles will be brushed pewter, featuring an image of the IBC bison logo. Sponsors 
supporting the IBC with support at $2,500 and above, will receive the buckle with the bison in 
bronze, as indicated in the mock-up illustration below: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone signing up for a Friend of the International Bison Conference sponsorship of $1,000 
will receive a one-tone version of the buckle, with the IBC bison in pewter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsorship opportunities are still available, so contact NBA Executive Director Dave Carter to 
sign up at any level from $1,0000 - $10,000. 
 
Connect with IBC Attendees with Commemorative Program Ad 
 
Anyone wanted to connect their business with the IBC attendees, or who wants to support the 
conference program, should explore the advertising opportunities available in the IBC 
Conference Program magazine. 
 
“These conference Programs are a keepsake that attendees take home and keep on their 
coffee tables for a long time,” said Dave Carter, NBA executive director. “This publication allows 
businesses to showcase their products and services with the key gatekeepers of the bison 
business from Canada and the United States. 
 
Carter added, that some producers want to support the IBC, but cannot afford the $1,000 
minimum sponsorship level. 
 
“Placing an ad in the conference magazine is another way to help support the program, 
speakers, and activities being lined up for the IBC,” Carter said. 
 
 

Connect with IBC Attendees with Commemorative Program Ad 
  
Connect your business with IBC attendees or just support the conference program by 
advertising in the IBC Conference Program magazine. 

 

 



  
“These conference Programs are a keepsake that attendees take home and keep on their 
coffee tables for a long time,” said Dave Carter, NBA executive director. “This publication allows 
businesses to showcase their products and services with the key gatekeepers of the bison 
business from Canada and the United States. 
  
Carter added, that some producers want to support the IBC, but cannot afford the $1,000 
minimum sponsorship level. 
  
“Placing an ad in the conference magazine is another way to help support the program, 
speakers, and activities being lined up for the IBC,” Carter said. 
  
For rate information, contact Marilyn Bay Drake marilynbaydrake@gmail.com or 303.292.2833, 
ext. 103. 
 

 
Let us Share Your Bison Calf Photos on Instagram 
 
This year’s calf crop is as cute as ever, so let’s share with the world.  
 
NBA members are invited to share photos of this year’s calf crop on the associations’ Instagram 
and Facebook pages. To share your favorite photo, send to the association’s social media 
assistant Carrie Kocik, who now manages all of the NBA’s social media platforms. You can text 
the photos to Kocik at617 694-5971, or email them to cariekocik@gmail.com.  
 
Please include a sentence or two explaining the photo. 
 

 
Commercial Marketers’ Urged to Complete Survey 
 
The National Bison Association is conducting its twice-yearly survey of major market trends 
among the major commercial bison meat marketers in the United States and Canada. 
 
Dave carter, NBA executive director, said that the survey was distributed to the members of the 
Commercial Marketers’ Committee last week, and that the survey will remain open through next 
Friday. All commercial markets should have received a Survey Monkey link directing them to the 
survey,” Carter said. “This survey provides us with vital information on how to best target our 
resources, so I encourage everyone who received a link to log on and complete this survey. 
 
*********** disclaimer*********************** 
 
 

How Cook’s Bison Ranch Is Keeping Bison at the Forefront 
(From My Indiana Home) 
 
Many visitors to Cook’s Bison Ranch are surprised to learn that bison are not extinct. “It’s a 
question we hear a lot,” says Erica Cook, who, along with her husband, Peter, runs the farm-to-
fork bison operation and agritourism destination in Wolcottville. It’s a place where visitors can 
get up close and personal with the big, woolly animal. 

mailto:marilynbaydrake@gmail.com
mailto:cariekocik@gmail.com
http://cooksbisonranch.com/


 
The extinction question is a logical one, since herds of bison, or American buffalo, no longer 
roam the country’s grasslands. Commercial hunting brought the animals to the brink of 
extinction in the 19th century, but a renewed interest in bison production has turned the tide. 
The Cooks are part of that resurgence. 
 
Their 750-acre operation has grown from the 83 acres of farmland purchased by Peter’s 
grandfather, Everett Cook, in 1939 and later managed by Peter’s father, Wayne. It was a 
working farm with the focus on crops, cattle and chickens until 1998. 
 
“Peter had always been an outdoorsman and an animal enthusiast,” Erica says. “Trips to 
Yellowstone National Park piqued his interest in bison and their connection to American history. 
The year before he graduated from college with his finance degree, the family farm came out of 
the Conservation Reserve Program, a program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency that gives farmers a yearly rental payment in exchange for 
taking land out of production for 10 to 15 years. That timing provided a unique opportunity, and 
Peter’s vision for raising bison became very tangible.” 
 
Peter explains that Cook’s Bison Ranch purchased its first 30 bison from Tennessee in 1998. 
Today, their ranch, the largest bison operation in the state, “raises 500 head of bison and sells 
250 each year for wholesale meat production. It takes about two years for the animals to get to 
their sale weight of 1,000 to 1,200 pounds,” he says. Then they are sent to local businesses for 
processing. In addition to raising the bison, the Cooks manage the grazing areas, make their 
own hay and grow row crops to supply feed for their animals. 
 
The Cooks also offer visitors a firsthand experience with the animals. “Each year, we welcome 
nearly 5,000 guests to the ranch,” Erica says. “They get an up-close-and-personal experience, 
traveling on our covered wagon to see the animals. They also have a chance to hand feed 
them.” 
 
Visitors include groups of schoolchildren as well as large bus tours and travel groups. The 
Cooks share details about bison history and how they’re raised. They give a flavor of what it 
means to raise bison – and a taste, too. 
 
 

National Bison Range Will Remain Under USFWS Management, Interior 
Says 
(From Montana Public Radio) 
 
One month after pulling a proposal to transfer management of the National Bison Range to the 
tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke yesterday made it official: 
Management will remain in the federal government’s hands. 
 
The National Bison Range was carved from the Flathead Reservation in 1908 to preserve the 
country’s dwindling bison population. It’s been owned and managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service ever since. 
 
Last year, the Obama administration proposed handing over management of the range to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. The BIA would then transfer local control to the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://mtpr.org/post/interior-secretary-halts-bison-range-transfer-proposal
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/national_bison_range/
http://mtpr.org/term/ryan-zinke
http://mtpr.org/programs/threshold
http://mtpr.org/programs/threshold


 
On Tuesday, the Department of the Interior officially changed tack: 
 
"The Department of the Interior has reviewed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s proposal for 
management of the National Bison Range and determined it will continue under Service 
ownership," U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service spokesperson Ryan Moehring said. 
 
Moehring quoted a statement from Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, who oversees the Fish and 
Wildlife Service: 
 
“As secretary, my job is to look 100 years forward at all of Interior's resources. I recognize the 
Bison Range is a critical part of our past, present and future, which is why I have changed 
course,” Zinke's statement said. 
 
Secretary Zinke has said he is committed to not selling or transferring public lands. When the 
proposal to transfer Bison Range management came up during his bid for reelection to 
Montana’s House seat, he never came out in support or opposition. 
 
Tribal spokesperson Robert McDonald points out the proposal would not have transferred 
ownership of the range to the tribes. Instead, he says the proposal would have restored the 
range to federal trust status for the Tribes, as it was when the reservation was created in 1855. 
 
Full story: http://mtpr.org/post/national-bison-range-will-remain-under-usfws-management-
interior-says  
 
 

Our View: North Rim Bison a Challenge and An 
Opportunity 
(From the Arizona Sun) 
 
To a park ranger, there must be days when he or she dreams of just letting the Grand Canyon 
be left alone. 
 
Instead, there are overheated tourists to rescue, rafters on the Colorado needing help, and 
overflight pilots to keep from swooping too low. Nervous backcountry hikers are abusing their 
locator beacons and some are even launching drones in the park. 
 
And up on the North Rim, there’s a herd of bison defying attempts to manage it. 
 
The last challenge is a longstanding one – the bison were on the land even before the Park 
Service was established. They are wild but not pure bison, having been bred with cattle a 
century ago. And they are trampling meadows and watering holes as their numbers grow. 
 
But they are also an iconic symbol of the West and, indeed, the entire Park Service – the bison 
is on its logo. Removing them entirely from the national park is not only impractical but out of the 
question politically. 
 
Everyone does agree that 600 animals are too many – the carrying capacity of their preferred 
range in House Rock Valley outside the park is only about 100 animals. The Park Service is 
willing to settle for 200 bison that may or may not migrate into and out of the park, and for the 

http://mtpr.org/post/national-bison-range-will-remain-under-usfws-management-interior-says
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first time they have proposed shooting some animals during controlled hunts inside the park 
over the next three to five years. Others would be captured, removed and delivered to the state, 
tribes or other entities. 
 
Full story: http://azdailysun.com/news/local/our-view-north-rim-bison-a-challenge-and-an-
opportunity/article_b5a97b69-832e-5b74-838d-f046cb8ffc46.html  
 
 

Bison Return to Afton’s Belwin Conservancy This Weekend 
(From The Twin Cities Pioneer Press) 
 
A herd of 40 bison will arrive Saturday at its Afton summer home — 120 fenced-in acres at 
Belwin Conservancy. 
 
The herd is on loan from NorthStar Bison in Rice Lake, Wis., which raises the animals for meat. 
While at Belwin, they graze freely and help restore the prairie. 
 
“Since I became the land and facilities manager at Belwin, I’ve seen that the bison actually do a 
better job managing the prairie than anything we humans can do,” says Justin Sykora. “The 
response of the flowers and grasses has been better than we could have hoped. The diversity 
of the prairie has greatly improved since the bison have been coming. They are modifying our 
management strategy.” 
 
The noon release, which is free and open to the public, has become a popular event. More than 
1,000 people came to the release in 2016. 
 
The event includes family-friendly activities, educational displays, food from Afton Alps Food 
Truck and Afton House Inn, and NorthStar Bison burger and brat samples and frozen bison 
meat for sale. Event details, including parking and shuttle information, can be found at 
belwin.org/events/219/. 
 
Visitors can view the bison at Belwin throughout the summer via an observation platform, open 
daily from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
More information can be found at belwin.org/bison/directions/. 
 
Source. http://www.twincities.com/2017/05/15/bison-return-to-aftons-belwin-conservancy-this-
weekend/  
 
 

American bison calf is the Omaha zoo's newest baby 
(From the Omaha World Herald) 
 
The zoo's newest baby critter doesn't come from Africa, Asia or Antarctica. 
 
It comes from right here, on the plains of Nebraska. And it gives baby tigers and giraffes a run 
for their adorable money. 
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An American bison calf was born at the Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium's Simmons Safari Park 
on May 8. The little guy can be seen strutting around Bison Plains with his mother in the drive-
thru park near Ashland. 
 
If it weren't for his big mama, he might be hard to spot. He weighed about 30 pounds at birth, 
and he doesn't yet have horns or a fully-grown bison's characteristic dark fur. 
 
The zoo does not plan to hold a naming contest for the newborn. 
 
Source. http://www.omaha.com/living/zoo/american-bison-calf-is-the-omaha-zoo-s-newest-
baby/article_50ecc040-39bd-11e7-8512-4319656c0948.html  
 
 

Bison exhibit returns to the C.M. Russell Museum 

(From the Great Falls Tribune) 
 
An American icon returns to the C.M. Russell Museum in time to honor Great Falls Mayor Bob 
Kelly’s proclamation of Bison Week in Great Falls that begins May 19. The bison are back and 
their story will now be told in a re-imagined presentation opening to the public on May 20. 
 
“In Great Falls we are honored to be home for both the bison and treasured artist Charles 
Marion Russell - symbols of resilience, timeless values and the American Spirit,” said Kelly. “It is 
fitting that our city’s Bison Week will mark a time when our National Mammal’s heritage is 
revitalized and shared once again at the C.M. Russell Museum.” 
 
Museum Curator Emily Wilson will provide guided tours on May 20 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. The 
tours are free with museum membership or paid entry. She hopes to see people lingering, using 
the kiosks and digging deeper into the oral histories on video that capture various tribal, 
conservationist and commercial rancher perspectives on the bison. 
 
“I hope visitors take the time to approach and learn. We are continually seeking to share not 
only objects, but also the context and personal stories behind them. Visitors will be introduced to 
some of the ‘characters’ of Montana with new insights and interpretations,” said Wilson. 
 
Read more. http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/entertainment/2017/05/17/bison-exhibit-
returns-c-m-russell-museum/328603001/  
 
 

'Takoda' is winner of Elgin bison name contest 
(From the Chicago Daily Herald) 
 
he newest bison at Lords Park Zoo in Elgin finally has a name: Takoda, or "friend to all" from the 
Dakota language. 
 
Mayor David Kaptain announced the 1-year-old bison's new name, chosen in a public voting 
contest, Saturday at the zoo. 
 
Takoda received almost 50 percent of the vote among 1,149 ballots cast, said Terry Gabel, 
president of the volunteer group Friends of Lords Park Zoo, which purchased the bison last 
year. 
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"It was the clear winner. It wasn't even close," Gabel said. "That's good, in one sense. That 
means the community really wanted it." 
 
The choice was among six Native American names. The Friends group had conferred with two 
Native American groups to ensure the name choices were appropriate, and one of the factors 
considered was that the names were easy to pronounce. 
 
The zoo has two other bison, Drew and Becky, both about 17 years old. 
 
Source. http://www.dailyherald.com/news/20170515/x2018takodax2019-is-winner-of-elgin-
bison-name-contest  
 
 

Park Officials Looking to Reduce Grand Canyon Bison Numbers  
(From US News and World Report) 
 
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — The National Park Service has announced plans to reduce the 
number of bison found near the Grand Canyon's North Rim through lethal and nonlethal means. 
The park service released a draft plan Tuesday which outlines the nonlethal capture and 
removal of bison as well as lethal culling by trained volunteers, the Arizona Daily Sun reported 
(http://bit.ly/2qTbQkR). The goal is to bring Grand Canyon bison numbers from 400 to 600 to 
fewer than 200 over the following three to five years. 
 
Actions could start as soon as this summer, according to the plan. 
 
Bison were brought to northern Arizona in 1906. Today, bison have overgrazed the area and 
harmed soils and local water sources, officials said. The animals also pose a risk to 
archaeological sites. 
 
If the population is not contained, bison numbers could grow to 800 in three years and between 
1,200 to 1,500 bison in ten years, according to the report. 
 
The park service plans to have a team of skilled volunteers that will shoot the bison. The team 
will also be responsible for assisting with carcass processing and removal. Salvageable meat 
will be divided between volunteers, food banks and designated tribal members. 
 
Lethal culling would take place from mid-October to mid-May, according to the proposal. 
The bison that will be relocated would go to tribes, the state of Arizona, other federal agencies 
and non-governmental organizations. A group of bison may be sent to the House Rock Wildlife 
Area north of the canyon. 
 
The National Park Service is accepting public comment on the issue through June 7. It will also 
hold an open house meeting in Flagstaff on May 16 
 
Source.  
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/arizona/articles/2017-05-10/park-officials-looking-to-
reduce-grand-canyon-bison-numbers  
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Kansas Names New Animal Health Commissioner  
(From Bovine Veterinarian)  

Kansas Secretary of Agriculture Jackie McClaskey announced this week that Dr. Justin Smith 
has been named as the new Kansas animal health commissioner at the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. Dr. Smith will fill the role that will be vacated with the retirement of Dr. William 
Brown, who has served in the role since 2010.  

The Kansas Animal Health Board worked with a search committee to conduct a nationwide 
search which culminated with a final interview and public presentation on May 8. The Board 
nominated three candidates from which Dr. Smith was selected to serve in the role. 

"The Animal Health Board received some outstanding candidates for the position of animal 
health commissioner," said Terry Schwarz, chair of the Kansas Animal Health Board. "The 
selection was a thorough process in which Dr. Smith excelled in all categories. The Board is 
excited to have Dr. Smith as the new commissioner, working on the various issues facing the 
Kansas animal health industry. We look forward to working with Dr. Smith as he takes over the 
leadership set into motion by Dr. Brown. We also want to thank Dr. Brown for his service to the 
animal health industry, and we wish him all the best in his next pursuits." 

Dr. Smith has been serving as deputy commissioner in the KDA Division of Animal Health since 
2013. He has been a valuable part of the agency, leading the animal disease control team, 
helping organize and execute foreign animal disease preparation efforts, and engaging industry 
in the work of the division along with many other duties. 

Read more.  
http://www.bovinevetonline.com/news/industry/kansas-names-new-animal-health-commissioner  
 

Ag secretary reminds producers of disaster assistance  
(From The  Plainview Daily Herald)  

WASHINGTON -- Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue on Monday reminded farmers and 
ranchers, families and small businesses that were affected by the recent severe storms and 
flooding that USDA has several programs that provide assistance before, during and after 
disasters. USDA staff in the regional, State and county offices in the states of Arkansas, Illinois, 
Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas are ready to help.  

"We want you to know that USDA resources are at your disposal," said Perdue. "USDA has 
people on the ground, in every county, who can help you. We will do everything we can to help 
farmers get those fields back in order and encourage them to take advantage of these USDA 
resources." 

USDA encourages residents and small businesses in the impacted areas to contact the 
following offices to meet their individual needs: 

PROPERTY AND SHELTER: When floods destroy or severely damage residential property, 
USDA Rural Development can assist with providing priority hardship application processing for 
single family housing. Under a disaster designation, USDA Rural Development can issue a 

javascript:newwindow('http://www.bovinevetonline.com/news/industry/kansas-names-new-animal-health-commissioner')


priority letter for next available multi-family housing units. While these programs do not normally 
have disaster assistance authority, many of USDA Rural Development programs can help 
provide financial relief to small businesses hit by natural disasters, including low-interest loans 
to community facilities, water environmental programs, businesses and cooperatives and to 
rural utilities. More information can be found on the Rural Development website or by contacting 
the State Offices.  

Read more.   
http://www.myplainview.com/news/agriculture/article/Ag-secretary-reminders-producers-of-
disaster-11147422.php  
 

R-CALF White House petition drive falls short  
(From The  Capital Press)  

R-CALF USA's efforts to gather 100,000 signatures to petition the White House to ban beef 
from Brazil until country of origin labeling is reinstated came up short. 

The petition, which ended May 13, received 2,015 signatures. 

"I do not have an answer for that," said Bill Bullard, CEO of R-CALF in Billings, Mont. "We tried 
to create awareness for the petition over social media, and there just was not the response we 
had expected." 

R-CALF cited concerns over Brazilian beef. Investigators there say health inspectors were 
bribed to overlook expired meat and chemicals and other products added to meat to improve its 
appearance and smell. 

Read more.  
http://www.capitalpress.com/Livestock/20170515/r-calf-white-house-petition-drive-falls-short  
 

No bovine TB found in elk hunt, Cypress County learns [Alberta, 
Canada]  
(From Medicine Hat News)  

Cypress County councillors received an "Enhanced Passive Bovine Surveillance" report from 
Alberta Environment and Parks stating no bovine tuberculosis was found in any lymph nodes of 
the killed elk it tested in the Suffield block during the recent hunt in the fall and winter of 
2016/2017. 

The report states 378 of the 1,258 elk harvested were tested at CFB Suffield, and inspectors 
found no visible lymph node lesions, normally indicative of TB. 

Read more.  
http://medicinehatnews.com/news/local-news/2017/05/17/no-bovine-tb-found-in-elk-hunt-
cypress-county-learns/  
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USDA Invests $7.4 Million for Research on Food Crops and Animals  
(From NIFA Press Release)  

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) today announced nine grants totaling $7.4 million for advanced research 
to develop more resilient and nutritious crops and food animals. The funding is made possible 
through NIFA's Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) program, authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill. 

"Research helps us accelerate the development of improved livestock, poultry, aquaculture, and 
crops," said NIFA Director Sonny Ramaswamy. "These investments use 21st century precision 
technologies to develop hardier plants and animals, advances that will contribute to both food 
security and rural economic development." 

AFRI is America's flagship competitive grants program for foundational and translational 
research, education, and extension projects in the food and agricultural sciences. The grants in 
this announcement are made under the AFRI Food Security Challenge Area program. Funded 
projects focus on the breeding of crops and food animals, improving trait measurement methods 
(phenomics), and understanding how genes and the environment interact in determining 
economically important traits. These research projects help scientists rapidly implement and 
scale up plant and animal breeding to meet the challenges of diseases, changing climate, and a 
growing population.  

Institutions receiving AFRI Food Security Breeding and Phenomics of Food Crops and Animals 
grants for fiscal year 2016 include: 

University of California, Davis, California, $980,000  
University of California, Berkeley, California, $416,000  
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, $733,000  
Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa, $980,000  
Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa, $733,795  
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, $703,000  
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, $980,000  
Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, $980,000  
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, $980,000 

Among these projects:  
Michigan State University will study social interactions and their genetic basis in pigs to enhance 
well-being and increase pork production efficiency for group-housed pigs. 

A University of Missouri project is using genomic methods to identify DNA responsible for 
genetic adaptation for beef cattle with higher yield, quality, and resilience in the face of disease 
and environmental challenges. The resulting information will allow rapid identification of cattle 
best suited to different regional environments. 

Read more.   
https://nifa.usda.gov/announcement/usda-invests-74-million-research-food-crops-and-animals  
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Shifting to FTA From TPP To Halve Economic Benefits for U.S. 
(From Japan times) 
 
WASHINGTON – Shifting to a free trade agreement with Japan instead of staying with the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership pact will halve the long-term economic effect on the United States, an 
economist says. 
 
The activation of the original 12-member TPP, including the United States, would lift the 
country’s real gross domestic product by 0.77 percent, according to an estimate by Kenichi 
Kawasaki, a professor at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. 
 
Meanwhile, the FTA with Japan, if realized, is expected to boost the United States’ real GDP by 
0.38 percent, which is about half the effect of the TPP. 
 
Even if the United States lowers Japan’s tariff and nontariff barriers to levels equivalent to those 
under the TPP, the world’s largest economy cannot enjoy the same positive effects as from the 
TPP and its 10 other trading partners. 
 
The economic impact on Japan’s real GDP is estimated to rise 1.37 percent for the 12-member 
TPP grouping and 1.07 percent for an FTA with the United States. 
 
The gap is not as wide as that for the American economy because the United States is the 
largest export destination for Japan. 
 
Meanwhile, if the TPP takes effect with the participation of 11 signatory countries, without the 
United States, Japan is still expected to enjoy economic effects of 1.11 percent, thanks to the 
opening of member countries’ markets. 
 
The estimates are based on an economic model similar to the one used by the Japanese and 
U.S. governments to forecast the economic impact of the TPP deal reached in 2015. 
 
Chief TPP negotiators from the 11 signatory countries are said to have touched on the 
estimates submitted by the Japanese economist when they held talks in Canada in early May. 
 
 

 


